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 Senior Lecturer Claes Thorén, Dept. of Informatis and Media, Uppsala 

University, claes.thoren@im.uu.se 

 Course start:  October 5, at 11:00  

Venue: The course will be held online, via Zoom.  

Enrolment:  Contact Golondrian Janke, Dept. of Business Studies, Uppsala 

University, Box 513, 751 20 Uppsala, golondrian.janke@fek.uu.se  

There is also a link for enrolment in the course on the web site of the 

research school 

Course aim:  The aim of the course is to introduce the students to the thesis process 

and thesis writing in order to support their thesis work. 

Themes: Thesis analysis with attention given to problem formulation, structure 

and choice of research method, theoretical framing, selection of 

references. The process of writing up research. Possible ways to publish 

research. Selection of journals and targeting of research. Peer-review of 

manuscripts. 

Teaching: Fulltime course. Teaching is in English and consists of lectures and 

seminars. Attendance and active participation is required. 

Examination: Active participation in seminars is required. Ten written assignments 

are to be handed in. 
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Additional handouts. 



Schedule  
Oct 5, 2020 

 

11.00 – 17.00  

 

Via Zoom 

Class 1: Introduction to the course and thesis work (Christina Keller) 

 

This class will focus on the following topics: 

1. Management and IT research in Sweden and internationally  

2. Scientific Practice 

3. The thesis format 

4. Thesis evaluation 

5. Thesis project planning  

 

Read Davis and Parker (1997) and make a plan of your studies up to your 

degree. Be prepared to present in class your thesis plans (Hand in 1, before 

Class 1). Use the templates in the book as an inspiration (note that this is 

different from your individual study plan).  

 

Summarize in writing the most important advice you get from Parker (1997). 

(Hand in 2, after Class 1) 

 

Oct 6, 2020 

 

09.15 – 15.00  

 

Via Zoom 

Class 2: Academic writing (Claes Thorén) 

 

This class focuses on the following books: 

 

1. Swales, John M. and Feak, Christine B.  (1994). “Academic writing 

for graduate students: essential tasks and skills: a course for non 

native speakers of English”.  

2. Booth, Wayne C, Colomb, Gregory G. and Williams, Joseph M. 

(1995). “The Craft of Research.”   

3. Fisher, Colin (2004) “Researching and Writing a Dissertation for 

Business Students.”    

 

The class will be split into three groups that will report on selected parts of the 

literature (Hand in 3, after Class 2). 

 

  



Oct 19, 2020 

 

11.00 – 17.00  

 

Via Zoom 

Class 3: Thesis analysis (Mats Edenius) 

 

The class will focus on the evaluation of the doctoral thesis Crowds, Coins 

and Communities Digital Entrepreneuring in Emerging Financial 

Infrastructures, written by Claire Ingram Bogusz: 

http://www.clairebogusz.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/SSE-PhD-

diss_2018_Claire-Ingram-Bogusz_171211.pdf 

 

Read the doctoral thesis and be prepared to discuss the content. 

 

We will divide the discussion into four parts (focus areas): 

 

1. Introduction, problem statement, positioning, argumentation for 

relevance, and literature review. 

2. Theoretical framing, selection of references, and research method.  

3. Empirical work and analysis. 

4. Overall contribution of thesis: theoretical and practical implications, 

the “red thread”, and connection between introductory and concluding 

chapters. 

 

All participants should be prepared to present, discuss and compare their 

reflections based on the SISA criteria (Goldkuhl, 2013) (Hand in 4, before 

Class 3). 

 

Oct 20, 2020 

 

09.15 – 15.00  

 

Via Zoom 

 

Class 4: Knowledge production and dissemination (Fredrik Tell) 

 

This class focuses on the following topics: 

1. Different forms of publication (thesis, conferences, journals, books, 

etc) in relation to the PhD research process and beyond. 

2. Plagiarism and self-plagiarism. (Martin, 2013) 

3. The review process: giving and receiving critique. (Sauders, 2006; 

Treviño, 2008; Lepak, 2009; Bohannon, 2013; Caligiuri and Thomas, 

2013) 

4. Preparing a manuscript for submission (Kilduff, 2007; Linton, 2010; 

Billsberry, 2014) 

Find an editorial guide to publishing in your field of research, alternatively 

interview your advisor or a senior colleague. Summarize the most important 

advice you learnt and relate to the readings of the class. (Hand in 5, after 

Class 4). 
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Nov 5, 2020 

 

12.00 – 17.00  

 

Via Zoom 

 

Class 5: Journal publication (Pär Ågerfalk) 

 

This class focuses on the following topics: 

 

1. Read, summarize and be prepared to present in class the main points made 

by (Hand in 6, after Class 5): 

 

a) Mingers (2002) “The long and winding road: getting papers published 

in top journals”  

b) Starbuck (2003) “Turning lemons into lemonade: Where is the value in 

peer reviews” 

c) Sørensen (2005) “This is not an article: Just some thoughts on how to 

write one” 

 

2. Choose two different journals and a conference within your area and make a 

presentation of them in class. Include an analysis of their standing, how their 

profiles match your research, and your rationale for choosing them (Hand in 

7, before class 5). 

 

Nov 6, 2020 
 

9.15 – 15.00  

 

Via Zoom 

Class 6: Peer Reviewing (Christina Keller) 

 

This class focuses on the pragmatics of peer reviewing and also revisits 

planning.  

 

Each student shall perform a review of a manuscript submitted for publication 

(Hand in 8) and comment on another student’s review (Hand in 9, before 

Class 6). The final assignment is a short reflection on to what extent your 

initially submitted plan has changed as the course has come to an end (Hand 

in 10, before Class 6).  

 

 


